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$10 million to the SBDC. The Congres-
sional Budget Office says it’s budget- 
neutral. There are 1,100 SBDC offices, 
all 50 States, DC., Puerto Rico, Guam, 
American Samoa and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. They’re a collaborative effort. 
This is not a bureaucracy. This is not 
dumping money into the maw of Wash-
ington, DC. 

State, local governments, the private 
sector and education community serve 
more than 1.3 million small businesses 
and aspiring entrepreneurs a year. 
Every Federal dollar, as I said earlier, 
invested in Small Business Develop-
ment Corporations yields $2.82 in addi-
tional revenue to the Treasury. A new 
business is opened by an SBDC in-depth 
client every 33 minutes in the United 
States of America. Our entrepreneurs 
need this help. 

Similarly, these clients create a new 
job every 7 minutes and generate 
$100,000 in sales every 9 minutes. What 
a great return on a Federal invest-
ment, to help American entrepreneurs 
put people to work in this country and 
make us competitive in the inter-
national community. 

In my home State of Oregon, the 
SBDC has created 3,300 new jobs, gen-
erated new wages of more than $53 mil-
lion. The SBDC has served more than 
6,000 small businesses in Oregon alone. 
Across the Nation those numbers are 
obviously much larger. 

The Association of Small Business 
Development Centers requested fund-
ing of $110 million for SBDCs for fiscal 
year 2008. That would essentially pro-
vide a catch-up for all the years in 
which their budget was restrained or 
cut by the previous Congress and the 
administration. That could create 
110,000 new jobs, save an additional 
110,000 jobs, and make $11.7 billion in 
new sales, preserve $8.4 billion in exist-
ing sales, and obtain $4.5 billion in fi-
nancing to grow businesses, and gen-
erate $310 million in new Federal reve-
nues for economic growth. 

This, I believe, is a great investment 
in America. We do not need to continue 
dumping maw down the bureaucracy of 
the Selective Service System. They’ve 
been incompetent since day 1. Commer-
cial databases could better provide the 
data we need if ever a draft were need-
ed. And even if a draft were needed, 
guess what? We have no training capac-
ity, so the people who were drafted 
would have to wait 6 months to a year 
in any case. 

So we don’t need an active, on-the- 
edge Selective Service System in this 
country for a draft that no longer ex-
ists and only two Members of the pre-
vious Congress thought should exist. 

I believe this is a commonsense 
amendment. Put Selective Service in 
deep stand-by and help the Small Busi-
ness Development Corporation live up 
to its full potential creating jobs and 
economic potential for this country. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 

from New York seek time in opposi-
tion? 

Mr. SERRANO. Yes, I do. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is 

recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I rise 

in opposition to this amendment. De-
creasing funding to the Selective Serv-
ice by $10 million would effectively 
shut down the agency, and we need to 
understand that. Regardless of how you 
feel about this issue, the effect would 
be to shut down the agency. 

Now, everyone know that I’m no fan 
of this war. With my votes that’s been 
made clear. But we must recognize the 
value of the Selective Service as an in-
expensive insurance plan to back up 
our Active Duty and Reserve Armed 
Forces. We have a war going on, and we 
have to have in place many institu-
tions, if you will, and programs that 
will, at any moment’s notice, respond 
to a congressional call for a draft or 
any other involvement. 

Now, there’s also something that we 
need to understand here. The gen-
tleman wants to take $10 million and 
give it to the Small Business Adminis-
tration. I think it’s important to note 
first that prior to full committee 
markup, we had already increased the 
Small Business Administration by $40 
million. That was above the Presi-
dent’s request. In full markup we added 
another $80 million to the Small Busi-
ness Administration. 
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So right now they are at $120 million 
above the President’s request and addi-
tional dollars that were brought to 
light during this whole procedure. 

So to send it over to small business is 
not only an interesting statement be-
cause it is a way to get support for 
something that may be unpopular like 
a draft, but the fact of life is that there 
probably could have been another 20 
agencies that one could have selected 
to send money to if that was the point. 

So I think that, number one, the 
Small Business Administration has 
been taken care of very well in this 
bill. Number two, there is no need and 
there should be no desire to cripple the 
Selective Service Administration, and 
for that reason, I would hope that our 
colleagues would vote against this 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the in-
tent of this amendment, and in the 
past I have often considered voting for 
it. But I have a far different attitude 
now than I had in the past because of 
the Iraqi War. 

The fact is that we have no sustained 
demonstrations in the streets against 
Iraq, and, in my view, largely that is 
not occurring because we have no 
draft. And we have no draft because the 
country has settled into a comfortable 
acceptance of the idea that a precious 
few people, namely those in the regular 
Armed Forces of the country and those 
in the Guard and Reserves, should be 

the only people in our society who are 
at risk in this stupid and fruitless war. 
And I just cannot abide that. 

I have said many times on this floor 
that I think it is outrageous that there 
is no sense of shared sacrifice about 
this war. We ask our Guard and Re-
serve personnel to return to Iraq and 
Afghanistan time and time and time 
again. And yet of the rest of society we 
ask nothing except to worry about 
Paris Hilton and to worry about who 
wins the Super Bowl, and, oh, yes, if 
you are a millionaire, we are going to 
spend $57 billion this year giving you a 
tax cut. That is really some sense of 
shared sacrifice. 

And so I just cannot bring myself to 
vote for this amendment, though it 
might make sense on the numbers, be-
cause I think it would be a symbolic 
act which would send to the country 
yet another signal that the only people 
we expect to bear any burden for this 
stupid, outrageous, lied-to-get-into war 
are those in the military. And I just 
think that is wrong. I know that is not 
the gentleman’s intent, but I think 
that is the practical signal that we 
send. 

So I cannot vote for this amendment. 
I did not even want to speak against it, 
but this war bugs me a lot and the 
total lack of the willingness of this so-
ciety to face the inordinate costs which 
we are laying on military families bugs 
me a whole lot more. 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. REGULA). 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, I just 
want to quote from former President 
Clinton in a 1994 letter to Congress, 
where he said, and I agree: ‘‘Maintain-
ing the Selective Service provides a 
hedge against unforeseen threats.’’ 

And I also agree with the gentleman 
from Wisconsin that this is not the 
time, and I certainly urge my col-
leagues to oppose this amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
ALTMIRE). The question is on the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chairman announced that the noes 
appeared to have it. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon will be 
postponed. 

The Clerk will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the Small Business Administra-
tion as authorized by Public Law 108–447, in-
cluding hire of passenger motor vehicles as 
authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1343 and 1344, and not 
to exceed $3,500 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $346,553,000: Provided, 
That the Administrator is authorized to 
charge fees to cover the cost of publications 
developed by the Small Business Administra-
tion, and certain loan program activities, in-
cluding fees authorized by section 5(b) of the 
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